BANNOCKBURN

LIFEGROUP CURRICULUM

Week 4. 2 Chronicles 26:1-23
RETURN TO PROSPERITY

King Uzziah ascends to the throne of Judah at a young age, enjoying a prosperous
reign marked by military triumphs over various adversaries. He strengthens Judah's
defenses, fortifies her cities, and expands her territory, gaining renown throughout the
region. However all the fame quickly turns sour as pride leads to his downfall after he
attempts to burn incense in the temple - Something a king was forbidden to do.

THE SCRIPTURE: 2 CHRONICLES 26:1-23

t And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him
king instead of his father Amaziah. 2 He built Eloth and restored it to Judah, after the
king slept with his fathers. 3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jecoliah of Jerusa-
lem. 4 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done. 5 He set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who instruct-
ed him in the fear of God, and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper.
6 He went out and made war against the Philistines and broke through the wall of Gath and
the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod, and he built cities in the territory of Ashdod and
elsewhere among the Philistines. 7 God helped him against the Philistines and against the
Arabians who lived in Gurbaal and against the Meunites.® The Ammonites paid tribute to Uz-
ziah, and his fame spread even to the border of Egypt, for he became very strong. ® Moreover,
Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate and at the Valley Gate and at the Angle,
and fortified them. ** And he built towers in the wilderness and cut out many cisterns, for he
had large herds, both in the Shephelah and in the plain, and he had farmers and vinedressers
in the hills and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil. * Moreover, Uzziah had an army of sol-
diers, fit for war, in divisions according to the numbers in the muster made by Jeiel the secre-
tary and Maaseiah the officer, under the direction of Hananiah, one of the king's commanders.
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2 The whole number of the heads of fathers' houses of mighty men of valor was 2,600.
3 Under their command was an army of 307,500, who could make war with mighty pow-
er, to help the king against the enemy. * And Uzziah prepared for all the army shields,
spears, helmets, coats of mail, bows, and stones for slinging. **In Jerusalem he made ma-
chines, invented by skillful men, to be on the towers and the corners, to shoot arrows and
great stones. And his fame spread far, for he was marvelously helped, till he was strong.
® But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful to the
LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.
7 But Azariah the priest went in after him, with eighty priests of the LORD who were men
of valor, ® and they withstood King Uzziah and said to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn
incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn
incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have done wrong, and it will bring you no honor
from the LORD God." ** Then Uzziah was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to burn
incense, and when he became angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead in
the presence of the priests in the house of the LORD, by the altar of incense. > And Aza-
riah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous in his
forehead! And they rushed him out quickly, and he himself hurried to go out, because
the LORD had struck him. 22 And King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and be-
ing a leper lived in a separate house, for he was excluded from the house of the LORD.
And Jotham his son was over the king's household, governing the people of the land.
22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz wrote.
23 And Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the burial field that
belonged to the kings, for they said, “He is a leper.” And Jotham his son reigned in his place.

!Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publish-
ing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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LIFEGROUP QUESTIONS: WEEK 4

OPENING QUESTIONS

1, Have you ever personally known anyone who changed drastically after becoming
wealthy or well-known?

2. What does ‘prosperity’ mean?

DIVING DEEPER

3. Take a few minutes to scan through 2 Chronicles 25 and the story of Amaziah,
Uzziah's father. What was his reign like? Would he have been a good or bad role
model? Can you relate in any way?

4. Reading through 2 Chronicles 26:6-15, make a list of some of the accomplishments
that Uzziah was able to bring about.

5. Bookending this lengthy passage, we find two verses explaining why Uzziah was so
successful. Use the chart below to make note of these verses and then summarize
their message.

Verse Uzziah's ‘Secret to Success’

6. Why is it so easy for us to take credit for another person’'s actions? Have you ever
personally done something like this?
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10.

11.

12.

2 Chronicles 23:16 can be viewed as the turning point in Uzziah's reign. What
happened in this verse, and more importantly, why did it happen? Read Numbers
16:36-40 and 1 Chronicles 6:49. Why was Uzziah's action so disastrous and grievous to
the Lord?

Read Deuteronomy 8:11-17, and Moses' instruction to the Jews about to enter the
Promised Land for the first time. What is similar in this passage with 2 Chronicles 23?

The results of this day are seen in verse 21. What losses did Uzziah experience? Which
to you is the greatest loss?

What other kinds of temptations are faced by people who achieve fame, wealth, or
power? According to 2 Chronicles 23, what is the worst temptation of them all?

What kinds of things in your life mark you as prosperous? Would the world agree with
you on all, some, or none of these?

What aspects of your life do you find yourself at risk of taking credit for instead of
acknowledging and thanking God for what he has accomplished in and through you?
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