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RETURN TO TRUTH

Week 7: 2 Chronicles 34:1-33

1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in 

Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and walked in the ways 

of David his father; and he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 3 For in the 

eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of David his fa-

ther, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, 

the Asherim, and the carved and the metal images. 4 And they chopped down the altars 

of the Baals in his presence, and he cut down the incense altars that stood above them. 

And he broke in pieces the Asherim and the carved and the metal images, and he made 

dust of them and scattered it over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 5 He 

also burned the bones of the priests on their altars and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem.  
6 And in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in their ruins all 

around, 7 he broke down the altars and beat the Asherim and the images into powder and cut 

down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 
8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and the house, he 

sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son 

of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God.  9 They came to Hilkiah the 

high priest and gave him the money that had been brought into the house of God, which the 

Levites, the keepers of the threshold, had collected from Manasseh and Ephraim and from all 

the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

THE SCRIPTURE: 2 CHRONICLES 34:1-33

Josiah is a cherished king in Israel’s history, for good reason. During his reign he ini-

tiates significant religious reforms, commanding the repair of the temple of the Lord 

and the removal of idols and pagan altars throughout the land. During the temple’s 

restoration, a book of the Law is discovered, leading to Josiah’s deep repentance and 

commitment to follow God’s commands. 
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10 And they gave it to the workmen who were working in the house of the LORD. And the work-

men who were working in the house of the LORD gave it for repairing and restoring the house. 
11 They gave it to the carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders 

and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. 12 And the men did the work 

faithfully. Over them were set Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and Zech-

ariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to have oversight. The Levites, all who were 

skillful with instruments of music, 13 were over the burden-bearers and directed all who did work 

in every kind of service, and some of the Levites were scribes and officials and gatekeepers. 
14 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of the LORD, 

Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given through Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah 

answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house 

of  the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought the book to the 

king, and further reported to the king, “All that was committed to your servants they are do-

ing. 17 They have emptied out the money that was found in the house of the LORD and have 

given it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen.” 18 Then Shaphan the secretary told 

the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it before the king. 
19 And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes. 20 And the king com-

manded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the sec-

retary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for 

those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been 

found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers 

have not kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.” 
22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of 

Shallum the son of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jeru-

salem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 23 And she said to them, “Thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to me, 24 Thus says the LORD, 

Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are 

written in the book that was read before the king of Judah. 25 Because they have forsaken 

me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all 

the works of their hands, therefore my wrath will be poured out on this place and will not be 

quenched.  26 But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you 

say to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 
27 because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard 

his words against this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me 

and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. 
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28 Behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your 

grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring 

upon this place and its inhabitants.’ ” And they brought back word to the king. 
29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 And 

the king went up to the house of the LORD, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And he 

read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the 

house of the LORD. 31 And the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the 

LORD, to walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his 

statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were 

written in this book. 32 Then he made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin 

join in it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God 

of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took away all the abominations from all the territory that be-

longed to the people of Israel and made all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their 

God. All his days they did not turn away from following the LORD, the God of their fathers.

1 Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publish-
ing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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LIFEGROUP QUESTIONS: WEEK 7

1. What were you like when you were 8 years old?

2. On the scale below, how would you describe your engagement with God’s Word, the   

 Bible? Why did you score yourself this way?

OPENING QUESTIONS

3. Looking back in 2 Chronicles, who was Josiah’s father, and what was he like? How   

 would you describe your parents’ example in following the Lord?

4. In addition to the key figure, King Josiah, there are serval other key players listed in this  

 chapter. Using the chart below, create a ‘cheat sheet’ to keep these key people   

 straight.

DIVING DEEPER

Not Happening DailyModerate

1 2 3 4 5

Who? What was his or her role?

Hilkiah

Shaphan

Huldah

5. Josiah’s reign as king as described in 2 Chronicles 34 is highlighted by some key  

 actions he took. Use the chart below to outline some of those events.

Josiah’s 
Age

What Happened?

v1

v3

v3

v8
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6. Why did Josiah have such a visceral response to hearing the Bible in 2 Chronicles 3  

 4:19? Have you ever had a similar response in your heart?

7. Consider verses 24-25. What was Huldah’s prediction for the people of Israel?  

 According to the Lord, why was this going to happen?

8. Now examine verses 26-28. What were the promises given to Josiah? According to the  

 Lord, why was this going to happen?

9. In both verse 18 and 30, the Word of God is read aloud to a group. When you read   

 Scripture do you ever consider reading it this way?

10. Why do you think reading the Bible is something God wants us to do?

11. Psalm 119 contains the densest collections of praise for God’s Word. Select five 

 verses within this psalm at random and for each, describe what the psalmist lists as a   

 benefit of God’s Word. Share those answers with your group.

 

 

12. When do you read your Bible? What is the best time of day? How long do you spend   

 reading the Bible? Where do you usually read the Bible? Do you have a favorite   

 place to go? Do you like to read the Bible with others or alone? Why? Do you    

 think cultivating a routine would help you more?

Psalm 119:____ 

Psalm 119:____ 

Psalm 119:____ 

Psalm 119:____ 


