
JOSEPH: A MAN IN GOD’S HANDS

WEEK 7

1 Then he commanded the steward of his house, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much 
as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack, 2 and put my 
cup, the silver cup9, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, with his money for the 
grain.” And he did as Joseph told him. 3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were 
sent away with their donkeys. 4 They had gone only a short distance from the city. Now 
Joseph said to his steward, “Up, follow after the men, and when you overtake them, say 
to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for good? 5 Is it not from this that my lord drinks, 
and by this that he practices divination10? You have done evil in doing this.’ ” 6 When he 
overtook them, he spoke to them these words. 7 They said to him, “Why does my lord 
speak such words as these? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 8 Behold, the 
money that we found in the mouths of our sacks we brought back to you from the land 
of Canaan. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house? 9 Whichever 
of your servants is found with it shall die, and we also will be my lord’s servants.” 10 He 
said, “Let it be as you say: he who is found with it shall be my servant, and the rest of you 
shall be innocent.” 11 Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground, and each 
man opened his sack. 12 And he searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with 
the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, 
and every man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city. 14 When Judah and his 
brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was still there. They fell before him to the ground.  
15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have done? Do 
you not know that a man like me can indeed practice divination?” 

THE SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 44:1-34

As the brothers leave Egypt, Joseph sets his trap in motion. He fills their bags with grain 
and secretly returns their payment, then hides his silver cup in Benjamin’s sack. When 
Joseph’s servants catch up with them, the cup is quickly discovered, and fear grips the 
brothers. However, as Judah pleads with Joseph, the Lord reveals an astonishing trans-
formation, orchestrated through His own meticulous plan: namely the grief for their 
past sins, and the potential consequences now has finally led the brothers into genuine 
repentance!

HIS PLANS ARE PERFECT
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16 And Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can 
we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt of your servants; behold, we are my 
lord’s servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found.” 17 But 
he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup 
was found shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 18 Then 
Judah went up to him and said, “Oh, my lord, please let your servant speak a word in 
my lord’s ears, and let not your anger burn against your servant, for you are like Pha-
raoh himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’ 
20 And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a young brother, the 
child of his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, 
and his father loves him.’ 21 Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, that 
I may set my eyes on him.’ 22 We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, for 
if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ 23 Then you said to your servants, 
‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face again.’  
24 “When we went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.  
25 And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food,’ 26 we said, ‘We cannot go 
down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the 
man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your servant my father said to 
us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One left me, and I said, “Surely he has 
been torn to pieces,” and I have never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from 
me, and harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.’ 30 
“Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, 
then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s life, 31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with 
us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father 
with sorrow to Sheol. 32 For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my 
father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my 
father all my life.’ 33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as 
a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For how can I go back 
to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father.”

9silver cup - more than just a valuable object, the silver cup was a deliberate reminder. Joseph used it to confront his  
 brothers, mirroring the twenty pieces of silver they received for betraying him, and to test their remorse.
10practices divination - Because the remarks are part of a complex deception, it’s unclear if they reveal Joseph’s true  
 actions.
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LIFEGROUP QUESTIONS: WEEK 7

OPENING QUESTIONS

DIVING DEEPER

3. Analyze the ruse Joseph sets up in verses 1-5. In your opinion does it    
 demonstrate cruelty and abuse of power, or is there a deeper meaning    
 and purpose?

4. Describe the scene in verse 13. What kinds of emotions would the brothers   
 be feeling?

5. Read verse 15. Moses, the author of Genesis, repeatedly uses the phrase    
 “What is this you have done?” throughout the entire book, doing so    
 at key points in the narrative. Examine the verses below to identify    
 each instance. Do you see a common theme?

1. Describe a situation where your plans took an unexpected turn, yet  
 resulted in a positive outcome. 

2. What motivates people to seek out predictions about their future?

Your summary of this week’s passage in one memorable sentence:
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3:13

What Happened?

12:18

26:10

29:25

Genesis

6. Read carefully through verse 16. What do Judah’s words seem to indicate   
 about the guilt the brothers may be feeling? How many years have  
 passed? Is there anything similar in your life that continues to be     
 unaddressed before the Lord?

7. How does Joseph’s punishment in verse 17 different from what the brothers   
 suggest in verse 9? Why does Joseph suggest the lesser punishment?
 

8. Repentance, a genuine turning from sin, can be seen as intellectual (truly   
 understanding how your sin affects you and others), emotional (truly  
 feeling the evil of your sin, and the grief in consequences), and volitional    
 (truly taking action to stop sinning). How does Judah’s response to Joseph   
 (Genesis 44:18-34) exemplify these elements of true repentance?

9. Interact with this statement: “It is impossible to grow in Christ apart from    
 trials.” Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not?
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10. Stepping into Joseph’s shoes, what lesson would you say God taught you   
 through your hardships? Complete this sentence: “Through my trials, God  
 taught me...”

11. How would you personally complete the sentence, “Through my trials, I   
 learned...”?

12. If God was most concerned about your comfort than your holiness and   
 preparing you for eternity, how do you think he would ‘fix’ your current   
 trial(s)? Instead, do you see him working for his higher purpose of making  
 your more like Christ?


