WEEK 1
‘My name will be great..”

ey Terms and Meanings

e loved - to have great affection or care for or loyalty towards.

e hated - to have or feel a dislike or distaste for.

e Malachi - literally, “My Messenger” Most likely this was a prophet’s
actual name, though some scholars believe this was only a general title
for an unknown prophet.

e Edom - The land and its inhabitants found on the high plateau to the
south and southeast of the Dead Sea. The biblical term Edom, mean-
ing “red,” denotes either the name of the land (describing the red
sandstone of the area) or the name of Esau the founder of the people
group, in remembrance of the red stew for which he exchanged his
birthright (Genesis 25:30; 36:1, 8, 19). The country of Edom was also
known as Seir (Genesis 32:3; 36:30; Numbers 24:18).

Malacht 1:1-5

“The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. 2 “I have
loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet | have loved Jacob 3
but Esau | have hated. | have laid waste his hill country and left his her-
itage to jackals of the desert” # If Edom says, “We are shattered but we
will rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but | will
tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country, and ‘the peo-
ple with whom the LORD isangry forever. ” ®> You own eyes shall see
this, and you shall say, “Great is the LORD beyond the border of Israell”
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WEEK 1
LIFEGROUP QUESTIONS

1. Read Genesis 25:19-34 for the story of Esau and Jacob. In addition to this,
scan through Genesis 32-33. In the space below, briefly describe the kinds
of men that both Jacob and Esau were.

Jacob

Esau

2. What, according to the Lord, has he done to the land of Edom? Why has
he done this?

3. The declaration of God’s love is followed with words of correction by the
Lord Why is being corrected to be considered a blessing by a follower of
Christ?

4. Read Romans 9:12-18. The apostle Paul cites Malachi 1:2-3 in order to lay
down a difficult truth in this passage. What is that truth, and why is it so
difficult?
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How can we reconcile a passage like John 3:16 which records the truth that
God loves the world with the fact that Malachi describes God’s “hatred” for
Edom?

What does God want the Israelites to do in response to this deliberate
destruction of Edom?

Circle which of the two statements below is the greater truth being conveyed
in Malachi 1:1-5:

God hated Edom for its wickedness, and destroyed it.
OR
God loves his people and does not destroy them despite their wickedness.

Read Hosea 11:1, 3-4, 8-9, and Isaiah 43:4. God’s love for Israel came
before her existence; he loved her in that he sovereignly and
graciously elected her to be his own possession. Read Ephesians 1:3-6.
How is the way God loved Israel similar to the way he loves believers in
Christ? How does this truth make you feel?

Consider that you have a friend who while struggling with a trial in their
life, remarks to you, “God’s just not fair” What kinds of things should you
say to that friend? What do you think would be helpful, and what would
be unhelpful.
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WEEK 2
“My name will be great..”

o despised - to look down upon with contempt; to be made despicable
(cf. Genesis 25:34; 1 Samuel 17:42).

e polluted - to be made unclean whether ritually or morally; to be de-
filed (cf. Daniel 1:8).

e entreat - to ask or request earnestly from a position of personal weak-
ness (cf. Exodus 3:11; 1 Kings 13:6).

Malacht 1:6-1%

“6 A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then | am a father,
where is my honor? And if | am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD
of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we
despised your name?’’ By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say,
‘How have we polluted you?’ By saying that the LORD’s table may be de-
spised. ® When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when
you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your
governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. °
And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such
a gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the LORD of
hosts. '® Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that
you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says
the LORD of hosts, and | will not accept an offering from your hand. " For from
the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations,
and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering.
For my name will be great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But
you profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that
is, its food may be despised. ® But you say, ‘What a weariness this is, and
you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. You bring what has been taken by
violence oris lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall | accept
thatfromyourhand?saysthe LORD.™Cursedbethecheatwhohasamaleinhis
flock,andvowsit,andyetsacrificestothe Lordwhatisblemished.Forlamagreat
King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations.
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WEEK 2
LIFEGROUP QUESTIONS

1. To whom is this portion of Malachi’s prophecy primarily addressed?

2. What were the behaviors and attitudes that were so displeasing to God
from this passage? Where do you see any of these in your life right now?

3. Read Leviticus 22:17-22. Why do you think it meant so much to God that
the animals set aside for sacrifice in the Old Testament be undamaged
or spotless? Read also Hebrews 7:25-27 and 10:1-14. Do you see any
additional significance in the Old Testaments commands for pure
sacrifices?

4, Malachi’s prophecy includes an indictment against the priests who had
‘kindled fire in vain’ on the altar of the Lord (1:10). What do you think
that means, and can we be guilty of the sense behind that sin today?

5. According to 1:13, many of the crimes committed against the Lord stemmed
from a central fleshly thought. What is that mindset?

6. What is being witnessed by the Lord in 1:14? Have you ever been guilty of
something like this in your own life?
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10.

11.

Take some time to read through and meditate on Psalm 51. What, according
to David, is more important than animal sacrifices? How can we cultivate this
in our own lives?

What other attitudes and actions are important to the Lord along these
same lines as the previous question? Complete the chart below:

Psalm 34:18
Matthew 9:13
Romans 12:1

1 Corinthians 7:9
Mark 12:33

Matthew 5:23-24

Is it accurate to say that God cares more about my heart than he does
about my obedience?

Consider that you have a young believer in your group. They ask you the
question, “How can | prepare myself for worship on Sunday mornings?”
How would you answer them?

Discuss with your group how you would define “giving God your best” for
a believer today.
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WEEK 3
“You have turned aside..”

e honor - heaviness; glory; to understand the importance and
magnitude of something or someone (cf. Psalm 19:1; Isaiah 42:8).

e covenant - a contractual arrangement between God and a person, or
between God and a group of persons, which required binding action
from one or both parties; one party often had higher status in the ar-
rangement. (cf. Genesis 17:1-4; 2 Chronicles 21:7).

e iniquity - literally a twisting, distortion or bending of something; an act
or feeling that transgresses something forbidden or ignores something
required by God’s law or character; whether in thought, speech, feeling
or action (cf. Numbers 14:18; Ezra 9:13).

e corrupted - fo ruin, destroy or annihilate (cf. Genesis 6:13; Exodus 8:24).

Malachy 2:1-9

“And now, O priests, this command is for you. ? If you will not listen, if
you will not take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the LORD of
hosts, then | will send the curse upon you and | will curse your blessings.
Indeed, | have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart.
* Behold, | will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your fac-
es, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it.  So
shall you know that | have sent this command to you, that my covenant
with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts. ® My covenant with him was
one of life and peace, and | gave them to him. It was a covenant of fear,
and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name. ° True instruction was
in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in
peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. 7 For the lips
of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction
from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. 8 But you
have turned aside from the way. You have caused many fo stumble by
your instruction. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of
hosts, ® and so | make you despised and abased before all the people, in-
asmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality in your instruction.”
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WEEK 3
LIFEGROUP QUESTIONS

—
.

Is leadership something you are born with or something you learn?

2. To whom do you think these words from Malachi in this passage most
applies? Consider 1 Peter 2:9. Do you think a case can be made that it also
applies to all followers of Christ?

3. Malachi 2:3 records for us an especially graphic image of God’s
rejection of the priests and their offerings. Just as dung is discarded so too
would the priests be discarded in their shame (see 2:9). According to
2:4-8, what are the reasons why God does this?

4. Do you feel like God’s judgment of the priests is too harsh? Read James
3:1. Why do you think there seem to be higher standards for those
who spiritually lead God’s people than others? In what ways is such
a higher standard a good thing? In what ways might it be unfair or even
harmful?

5. Read all of Matthew 23. What similarities do you see in Jesus’ words to the
Pharisees with Malachi’s? What specifically does Jesus rebuke the religious
leaders of his day for?

6. Levi is mentioned in this passage as a representative for the priests (See
Numbers 3:12-13, 41, 45 for more of the story). In 2:5, the Lord says that the
covenant with Levi was one of “life and peace” and also of “fear” What

does it mean to fear the Lord in this way?
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10.

What does the lack of the fear of the Lord result in for the priests (2:6-8)?
Do you see any evidence in your life that the fear of the Lord is not where
it needs to be?

Describe a time when you felt God called you to do something. If you
were speaking to friend who felt convinced that they were being called
into full-time ministry, what sort of counsel would you give them?

What does God expect of His priests (2:1-9)? Compare this to what God
expects of church leaders (elders) in Titus 1:5-9. What are the
similarities? Are there any differences?

With all that you have learned this week, how would you relate the
importance of godly biblical leadership to an 8-year-old in your family?

PHharisees

One of the parties or movements within Judaism of the late Second Temple period (ca. 150 B.C.-
A.D. 70). The Pharisees were noted most for their exact observance of the Jewish religion, their
accurate exposition of the law, their handing down of extrabiblical customs and traditions, their
moderate position with regard to the interplay of fate and free will, and their belief in the coming

resurrection and in angels.
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